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MACAO GOVERNMENT TOURISM OFFICE
www.macaotourism.gov.mo
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MACAO

Fishermen from Fujian and farmers from Guangdong were the first known settlers in
Macao, when it was known as Ou Mun, or 'trading gate', because of its location at the
mouth of the Pearl River downstream from Guangzhou (Canton).

In the early 1550s the Portuguese reached Ou Mun, which the locals also called A Ma
Gao, 'place of A Ma', in honor of the Goddess of Seafarers, whose temple stood at the
entrance to the sheltered Inner Harbour. The Portuguese adopted the name, which
gradually changed into the name “Macau”.

Macao is a Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China since 20th
December 1999, and, like Hong Kong, benefits from the principle 'one country, two
systems'. The total population is estimated at around 652,500. Over 90% of Macao
residents are ethnic Chinese. The remaining includes Portuguese, Filipino and other
nationalities. Chinese and Portuguese are the official languages, being Cantonese the
most widely spoken. The official languages are used in government departments in all
official documents and communications. English is generally used in trade, tourism and
commerce.

AREA
The Macao Special Administrative Region has an area of 30.5sq.km, comprised of the

Macao Peninsula (9.3sq.km and connected to Mainland China), Taipa (7.6sq. km) and
Coloane (7.6sq.km) and the reclaimed area COTAI (6.0sq.km).

CURRENCY

The Pataca (MOPS) is divided into 100 avos and it is Macao's official currency .There
are banknotes and coins. Hong Kong dollar (HKS$) is accepted in Macao. The exchange
rate is MOP$103.20=HK$100.00. There is an acceptable variation up to 10%. Roughly 8
Patacas is equivalent to 1 US Dollar.

CLIMATE

The climate is fairly warm and tropical climates. Annual average temperature is about
23°C (73°F) and ranges from 13°C (55°F) to 32°C (90°F). Humidity levels are high and
annual average value is around 79%. Annual rainfall is 2,058mm, mostly during summer.

Autumn (October — December ) is the most pleasant season. Days are sunny and warm
and humidity levels are low. Winter (January — March ) is cold but sunny .In April,
humidity increases and from May to September, the climate becomes hot, humid and
rainy with occasional tropical storms (typhoons).
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A-Ma Temple is the oldest temple of

Macao. It is believed to be built during the

period of Chenghua Reign, in the middle

period of the Ming Dynasty, for over five hundred years. The temple consists of four main halls: Hongren

Hall, Zhansuo Hall, Zhengjue Hall and Kun Iam Hall. Among them, Hongren Hall is the oldest while

Zhengjue Hall is the largest.
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Lin Fong Temple, is one of the Three Ancient Temples
of Macao. It is one of the largest temples in scale in Macao,
which is constructed during the Wanli Reign period of the Ming
Dynasty. It has experienced several expansions during
Yongzheng Reign, Qianglong Reign, Jiaqing Reign and Guangxu
Reign, and reached to the scale nowadays.

Originally called Tin Fei temple, the temple was renamed
Cihugong in the first year of Yongzheng Reign. Until the
Daoguang Reign of the Qing Dynasty, the mayor of county XiangShan wrote on the tablet, and named the
temple ‘Lin Fong Temple’, after taking the temples of Mountain Huashan as references, in which is used
until today.
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Kun Iam Temple, or called Kun Tam
Tong, is one of the Three Ancient Temples of Macao. The temple is still a popular temple where attracts a lot
of worshippers. It is first constructed in the late Ming Dynasty, and was managed in its early years by the
Famous Monk Dashan of Lingnan School. The sacle of the temple today is after a large-scale expansion during
Jiaqing Reign and reconstruction in the Xianfeng and Guangxu Reigns. Kun Iam Temple consists of the Main
Buddha's Palace, the Longevity Hall, Goddess Kun Iam and other halls like Tin Hau Hall, Hall of God of Earth
and Mou Tai Hall. The stone table and chairs where the Mong-Ha Treaty was signed is still well-preserved at
the back garden.
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Constructed in the late Ming Dynasty, the Tou Tei Temple at Patane is one of the five temples
construsted during the Ming Dynasty. It is located at Rua da Palmeira do Patane.

Consisted of Hall of Eternal Felicity, Palace of Water and Moon, Hall of Medicine and Hall of Holy
Mother Lishan, the temple is dedicated respectively to God of Land, Goddess Kun lam, Buddha, Wei Tuo

and God of Medicine, Grandpa Yang of Pioneer and Lishan Saint Mother. The temple is special because of
the scale and the range of Goddness dedicated, of which is not common locally and at nearby area.

TRBEH

TREABIEFENFE B (1868) » &k 4 &
oy LB RAENE TRELRBHER, L
W BHRRGASSEE AL FREAN
HHEE REF - ZAKECRAGNEERAMRE
—tam S HHGABRRRE b FRE T R=
o4 -

Located in Rua da Praia do Manduco, The Ancestral
Temple of Fok Tak is constructed in the seventh year of Tongzhi
Reign (1868). It is mainly dedicated to Grandpa Weiling, the Local
God of Land. Besides, other gods like God of Wealth, God of Earth,
God of Zhiwei, God of Fame and Tin Hau are dedicated here as well.
Until now, the temple has kept over twenty tablets, which can be
dated from the date of foundation to 30s of the 20th century.
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Constructed in the 10th year of Daoguang Reign (1830), Lin Kai Temple was named after Mountain
Lin Kai because of its location. This temple is the fourth largest temple in Macao.

It consists of Hall of God of Wealth, Hall of Wenchang, Hall of Emperor of Huaguang, Hall of Tai Soi,
Hall of Goddess Kam Fa and Goddess Dou Mou, Hall of Tansanzang, Hall of Kun lam, Hall of Liesheng and Hall
of North Emperor. The volume of gods are dedicated in this temple is the largest in Macao, which includes God
of Wealth, Emperor Hua Guang, Tai Soi, Goddess Kam Fa, Goddess Dou Mou, Kuan Kong, Eighteen Arhat,
Tansanzang, Monkey King, Marshal Monster, Two Fairies of Harmony, Kun lam, Hua Tuo, Wenchang, Pao
Kong, Tin Hau and the North Emperor.

The temple was damaged by typhoon after the construction was completed. The reconstruction was taken
place during the Guangxu Reign.
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Constructed in the 15th year of Guangxu Reign (1889), the Pao Kong Temple was built for curing the plague
which took place during the 14th year of Guangxu Reign. Nam Sam Temple is next to the Pao Kong Temple and they
are connected.

The temple consists of three halls: Mansion of Pao Kong, Mansion of Marshal Zhao and Hall of God of Wealth,

of which the halls are dedicated to Pao Kong, Marshal Zhao with Crouching Tiger, Tangsanzang, Immortal Zhu, God
of Wealth, Goddess Kam Fa, Goddess Dou Mou, Tai Soi, Prince Na Tcha, Tower King Li and Taoist Chung Kuei.
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Located next to Pao Kong Temple, the Temple of Divinity of Medicine,
also called Temple of Sleeping Buddha, was constructed in the 19th year of Guangxu Reign (1893). There are couplets
on the gate: "Virtue shines the universe and relates the past and the present; divinity is shown to the sea and the island
and benefits both the Chinese and foreign nationalities”. In the temple, there are Tai Soi Hall, Ji Gong Hall, Hall of God
of Earth, Hall of Sleeping Buddha and Hall of Master Zhang, of which are dedicated to Tai So, Ji Gon, God of Hell, God
of Earth, Goddess of Pollen, God of Five Powers, Sleeping Buddha and Master Zhang.
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Located at Rua de Cinco de Outubro, the Temple of Hong Chan Kuan, also called Temple of Hong
Kung, was constructed in the 10th year of Xianfeng Reign (1860).

There are couplets on the gate: "Merits are shown in the register of the kingdom; supernatural powers are
demonstrated to heaven."

The Temple of Hong Kung is dedicated to Marshal Hong Kung, Two Immortals of Harmony, King Hung
Seng, Goddess of Pollen, Liu Zu, Hua Tuo, Goddess Kam Fa, God of Wealth, Monkey King, Peach Blossom Girl
and Goddess Kun lam.

Lot & B (A8 LTRER )

A LG B A AR R R BRG] 2 — o

GAEMES T EREMEREERES  RTERRANFER
FREATL ) HE—HEHB TR WA T HD o B AR
RAFF R o AL B AR SEA T A ) ARES > LA AR
FRE B RTH EATERRIM -

The Na Tcha Ancient Temple by Calcada das Verdades is one of the two
temples dedicated to Na Tcha. There are couplets inscribed on the stone columns: "Na
Tcha enjoys a high reputation for his beneficence in the territory over two hundred years;
he deserves a sanctuary for his achievements”. Based on the couplets, the temple is
predicted to be built in the early period of Qing Dynasty. The emple consists of a main hall and a worship pavilion. Each
year, there is a procession for celebrating the anniversary of Na Tcha. This tradition is practiced for more than one
hundred years. It has once stopped, but was revived in the late 90s.
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The Na Tcha Temple next to Ruins of St.Paul’s was constructed in the 24th
year of Guangxu Reign (1898). There are couplets on the gate: "The loop of universe
represses the evil and the wheel of wind and fire brings blessings and peace.” The
temple consists of a main hall and a worship pavilion, whose architectural style inherits
that of the Na Tcha Temple by Calcada das Verdades. .

The temple is dedicated to Na Tcha, God of Earth, Monkey King, Sam Leong (mother of Mencius) and Emperor Ziwei.
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Date: 7th of the first month of the Lunar Calendar
Purpose: Keep evils away, bless and protect children
Tradition: Ancient Chinese believed that things made in stone were tough. As a result, they believed stone can
keep all evils away and prevent unfortunate things happened. Hence, they worshipped stone for these
purposes. The performance during the Feast of Shi GanDang was originated from the late Qing and
early Republican China period. Nowadays, the temple still keeps the traditional handicrafts, which
were used for the ritual in the past.
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Date: 25th (night) to 26th of the first month of the Lunar Calendar
Purpose: Worship Kun Iam and borrow the good fortune

o
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Tradition: The Kun Iam Open Storehouse feast is on the 26th day of Ist month of the lunar calendar. Open
Storehouse refers asking Kun Iam for good fortune, often in relation to money. At midnight of the day
before, people queue up in front of the Kun Iam Temple, waiting for the open of Kun Iam’s Storehouse.
Everyone wish to be the first person delivers the wish to Kun Iam. Worshippers who want to be blessed
in the following year can visit the Kun Tam Temple and worship on that day.
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Date: 2nd of the second month of the Lunar Calendar

Purpose: Blessing local people for healthy life, safe and wealthy
Tradition: On the day of the feast, groups of worshipers who are guided by the Lion and Dragon Dance team,
walk together towards the Temple of Local God of Land. During the walk, people explode firecrackers
for celebration. Besides the incense offering ritual, which is taken place in the morning, many local
associations will distribute barbecues meat, rice, fruit and among other presents to participants. Some
even invite the ‘God of Wealth” and distribute red packets.
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Date: 25th of the second month of the Lunar Calendar
Purpose: Protect the society and avoid the disease
Tradition: In the14th year of Guangxu Reign in Qing Dynasty, many Hong Kong residents escaped to Macao, for the
purpose of avoiding being infected by the plague. In order to prevent this disease, people from SanBaMen
decided to construct the Pao Kong Temple, to protect them from being infested by the plague.

Every year on the Feast of Pao Kong, Shen Kong Opera (a kind of religious opera) will be played in
front of Pao Kong Temple for entertainment.
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Date: 3rd of the third month of the Lunar Calendar
Purpose: Keep the safety of voyage, social harmony and prosperity
Tradition: Pak Tai, who is believed to be in charge of aquarium creature, is the God of Water
and God of Sea. In the past, many Macao citizens were fishermen and lived along the
seaside. Hence, they held the faith to Pak Tai. Every year on the day of the Feast of Pak Tai,
there is a large ceremony, offering incense to the goddess. After the ritual, there is Lion and
Dragon Dances performing at Largo de Camdes, Taipa. After the ceremony, the organizer
distributes barbecue meat and cakes to the people. In the night, people have dinner together
and watch Cantonese operas in sheds in front of the temple. The Cantonese opera is on stage
for a few days for entertainment.
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Date: 23rd of the third month of the Lunar Calendar
Purpose: Blessing for a good weather, safety of voyage and transportation, and peaceful and contended life

Tradition: The belief of Tin Hau is considered to be the spiritual substance of the migrants from Fujian and
Chaozhou. Besides, Tin Hau also plays an important role in Macao. It was originated by the migrants
from Fujian and then Chaozhou. On the Feast of Tin Hau, every family sets up table to celebrate the
festival, provide offerings, burn paper notes, then start worshipping. The ritual is called to ‘Greet
Mazu’ (means Tin Hau). A lot of people visit the Tin Hau Temple and worship on that day.
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Date: 8th of the fourth month of the Lunar Calendar
Purpose: Purify people's heart, get rid of the bad habits then stabilize the society
Tradition: Every temple in Macao celebrates the Feast of Buddha on the 8th of the fourth month of the Lunar
Calendar. It is to commemorate the legend of when the Buddha was born, there was a dragon
pouring out holy water on the Buddha’s body.
Since 2003, Macao Buddhist Association and Buddha Light Association hold Shakyamuni float
parade which is provided for citizens to bath the Buddha. The parade starts from the Leal Senado

to Lin Fong Temple (Temple of Lotus), normally arriving in the afternoon. The Buddhist statue
is then put in front of the temple for the citizens to bath Buddha and to worship.
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Date: 8th of the fourth month of the Lunar Calendar
Purpose: Get rid of evil spirits. It is believed that eating the Longevity Rice
provided on that day can avoid disease, help children to grow up
faster and happier, prolong the lifespan and to be wealthier.
,Tradition: On the 8th of the fourth month of the Lunar Calendar, the
Fishermen’s association organizes the Feast of the Drunken
Dragon. All the fishermen and fish venders are off duties on the day
and the next day of the feast. On the day of the feast, there are
Drunken Dragon Dance and Lion Dance performing in front of the
Sam Kai Vui Kun Temple. In addition, the organizer delivers the
Longevity Rice at Red Market and Mercado de S. Domingos.
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Situated at Bairro de San Kio, the Chapel of Shi Gandang was constructed in the 20th year of Guangxu
Reign (1894). There are couplets inscribed on the stone gate: "It is the judge of right and wrong that establishes the
eternal standard; Judging not only the others but also himself, the judge engages in maintaining felicity and prosperity,"

The temple is dedicated to Grandpa Shi Gandang, Golden King of Xishan, God of Ziwei, Marshal Zhao (Celestial tamer
of tiger), God of Wealth and Kwan Tai.
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The Temple of Tin Hau is the oldest temple of Taipa, and was built
in the Qianlong Reign. The main hall is dedicated to the Empress only. There are a lot of cultural relics stored inside.
Besides the ancient bell, there are also decorated gateways, standing tablets, stone or tin incense burners, ancient
inscribed boards and incense burner tables. The cultural relics can be dated back to the periods of Qianlong Reign,
Daoguang Reign, Xianfeng Reign, Tongzhi Reign, Guangxu Reign and other periods during the Republic of China.
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Temple of Sam Po was built in the twentieth fifth year of the
Daoguang Reign (1845) and was reconstructed during Xianfeng Reign. In the
temple, there is a stone tablet inscribed in Taoist characters which can be dated back to Xianfeng Reign. The temple
shares a similar origin of the Small Temple of Kun Iam of Taipa, with its idols still placed in a narrow cave.
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The Small Temple of Kun Iam in Taipa, which was built in the 10th year of
Tongzhi Reign (in 1871). The Temple was rebuilt after being damaged by typhoon in the 13th
year of the same reign.

The Small Temple of Kun Tam is a temple with a special origin. It is believed to be built
after the epiphany of Kun Iam in cave. After that, some followers put the idol of Kun Iam in the cave. The temple was
then built for the increase number of worshipers. Until today the idol of Kun Iam is still dedicated in the cave.
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The Temple of Kwan Tai and Tin Hau in Taipa is the only
conjoined temple of the islands. The temple is believed to be built in early

Qing Dynasty, but the lethal weapons kept in the temple were part of cultural relics in Daoguang Reign, the middle
period of the Qing Dynasty or later. The temple is only dedicated to Tin Hau and Kwan Tai.

EIFBREM

GAFEEEALBER MRS =+ (1900) - B&%
NAREEXRFTHGE -G REARER  BERFTELHHEL—E -
AR E K OBEL S RF - RBE - RBF 200254
MALTEEZEMAL -

The Temple of Divinity of Medicine in Taipa, or called Ka Sin Tong was
built in the 20th year of Guangxu Reign (1900). The present idol of the Emperor of Sacred
Doctor in the House was once remoulded. The Emperor of Sacred Doctor is not confined to a
particular god, but is referring to general sacred doctors, including Hua Tuo, Yan Di, Sun Simiao, Bian Que and etc.
In 2002, the original name, Temple of Divinity of Medicine, was discovered during the refurblishment.
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The Temple of Pou Tai Sin Un is the largest temple (in terms of area)

at Coloane and Taipa. It is also the biggest place for the Sukhavati Sect to
perform rites in Macao. It was built in the 16th year of the Republic of China (1927) and rebuilt in recent years.
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The Ancient Temple of Tin Hau in Coloane is the largest and oldest temple (in terms of construc-
tion) of Coloane, It is believed to be built not later than the 28th year of Qianlong Reign (1763). In terms of structure

and/or number of gods dedicated, the Ancient Temple of Tin Hau is considered to be the top among others. Besides,
the architectural style is unique, in which is the most distinctive feature in the surrounding area.
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Tam Kong Temple in Coloane was built in the Ist year of
Tongzhi Reign of the late Qing Dynasty (1862). The temple is only dedicated
to Tam Kong. On the 8th April of the lunar calander, there is a procession and
traditional performance (revived recently) at the temple, for celebrating the anniversary of Tam Kong.

TAM KONG FESTIVAL
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Data: 8th of the fourth month of the Lunar Calendar

Purpose: Bless for good weather, the prosperity of the city and the stability of the society
Tradition: Tam Kong Festival is a traditional Taoist festival. The celebration of this festival has lasted for over 40

years. On that day, TACM and Luhuan Faith Welfare Association co-organize a parade called ‘Gorgeous
Coloane’ in Coloane. Besides, there is Shen Gong Opera (a kind of Chinese opera for the gods) in front
of the Tam Kong Temple for a few days for entertainment. It is believed that Tam Kong can predict
weather and cure disease. He is known as the God of Security of the Sea, and presents himself to a small

child. Hence, many people living along the coastal area are the followers of Tam Kong.
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Date: 18th of the fifth month of the Lunar Calendar

Purpose: Bless for the good weather, stability and peace of the society, prosperity of the city and social harmony

Tradition: During the feast, there are many forms of Taoist rituals, including Prince's Imperial Seperial Seal

Consecration and Taorist sacrificial ceremony. The aims of the rituals are to pray for the
residents for having blessing and getting rid of bad things. There is also a parade with dozens of
people, starting from the Na Tcha Temple, then walk around the city center. People carry the
statue of different gods, Na Tcha, Eight Immortals BaXian, etc. Besides, there are Lion Dance
and other traditional performances along the parade. It is believed that wherever the parade
passes by, they bring the blessing to the places nearby. Hence, many people are attracted to join
the celebration.
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Date: 24th of the sixth month of the Lunar Calendar

Tradition: Kwan Tai, is believed to be the God of Loyalty and Righteousness.

Feast of Kwan Tai, which is also called the day Kwan Tai keep an appointment himself or Rain
Festival. The celebration of the Feast of Kwan Tai takes place at Sam Kai Vui Kun Kwan Tai
Temple. On that day, there is Shen Gong opera performing in front of the temple, with Dragon and
Lion Dance performance. It is aimed to celebrate the feast with residents. Besides, it promotes the
feast to other residents and tourists, who may not know about the feast. It is one of the Chinese
traditional festivals, which incorporates with different traditional performance.
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Date: 13th of the sixth month of the Lunar Calendar
Purpose: Bless people for a smooth work and children who eat the Shifu (master) rice can grow up fast, stay
healthy and be smart
Tradition: Feast of Lu Ban, or Feast of Masters, is the day to commemorate Lu Ban, who is the first ancestor
of wood craftsmen. He is believed to be the initiator to prosper the wooden craftsmanship into a new
level. On the 13th of the sixth month of the Lunar Calendar, wood craftsmen are off for a day. In the
morning of the feast, the craftsmen either worship or have meals together at Lo Pang temple. One

of the most special things of the feast is the Shifu (master) rice. It is believed whoever, especially
children, eat the rice can grow up fast, stay healthy and be smart.
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Date: 19th of the sixth month of the Lunar Calendar
Purpose: Predict people's future life and ask for safe life and good fortune
Tradition: The Feast of Kun Iam is considered to be important for females. Each year, many females
worship at various Kun Tam temples in Macao, blessing for peacefulness and good fortune.
Normally, worshippers prepare a set of Kun Iam clothing and vegetarian food as offerings

to the god. After the worship, worshipers can ask the god about their future life through the
divination sticks.
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Date: 7th of the seventh month of the Lunar Calendar

Tradition: For the belief of Hong Kung, it was firstly come from a floating wooden statue of Hong
Kung. Because of that, local residents decided to construct the Hong Kung temple. The
celebration of the Feast of Hong Kung can be dated from the 40’s of the last century. Nearly

all the Chinese residents in Macao celebrate this feast, even residents from other villages
came to Macao for the feast.
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Date: 28th of the ninth month of the Lunar Calendar
Purpose: Bless for successful performance, avoid flood and fire hazard

Tradition: In the past, there was a traditional ritual of ‘Dai Hua Guang’, which is aimed to get rid of devils, and
to avoid fire hazard.

Emperor Hua Guang is the ancestor and patron saint of opera actors and actresses. In old times, opera
players came to Lin Kai Temple to worship Hua Guang Emperor before they perform Shen Gong
Opera in Macao. Each year, there is Shen Gong Opera performances at Lin Kai Temple, and this
practice has last for over one hundred years.
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Date: 2nd of the second month of the Lunar Calendar
Tradition: Jigong was born in Song Dynasty. He likes drinking and traveling around

to help people. Jigong is believed to be good at healing difficult illnesses
and saving many people.

Kun Iam Kun Iam

oo/00 A-Ma / Tin Hau A-Ma / Tin Hau

oo The King of Medicine Rei da Medicina
oo/00 Tou Tei / Fok Tak Tou Tei / Fok Tac

o0 Na Tcha Na Tcha

oo Pao Kong Pao Gong / Pau Kung
oo Divinity of Medicine Deus da Medicina / I Leng
oo Loi Chou / Lu Zu Tauista de Lu Zu

oo Shi Gandang Shi Gandang
oo/0000 Niwa / Yui Seng Louh Mou Nuwa / Yui Seng Louh Mou
oo/0o000 Hong Kung /Hong Kung Chan Kuan Hong Kung / Hong Kung Chan Kuan
oo City God Deus da Cidade

oo Kwan Tai Kuan Tai

oo Lu Ban Lu Ban

oo Sam Po Sam Po

od Pak Tai Pak Tai

o0 Tam Kong / Tam Kung Tam Kong / Tam Kung
oo Sam Seng Sam Seng

oo Tai Vong Tai Vong
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